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2 ADVANCE 


By Janice Pedersen 


Did God Have 
To Do It? 


as it ever struck you that 
He: didn’t have to do it? 

That He didn’t have to let 
Adam and Eve even go on living? 
That He didn’t have to send Baby 
Jesus so we, in our finitude, could 
see what God is like? 

Even the very definition of ‘‘God”’ points out that God does not need us, 
nor does He need anything. If He needed something, He would be 
imperfect, and therefore not be Sovereign God. Jesus said, ‘The Father 
hath life in Himself’? (John 5:26, KJV). God’s very name for Himself, ‘‘I 
AM THAT I AM,” indicates that He is complete in Himself. 

Yet, we sometimes seem to feel that God ‘‘owes us one’’...that in our 
sinfulness, it is His duty to set us straight time and again, just as He did 
repeatedly in the Old Testament. We say, “Let’s sin that grace may 
abound!”’ And so the attitude creeps in: God owed us Christ; it was to be 
expected. 

Dr. A. W. Tozer in The Knowledge of the Holy (Harper & Row, 
Publishers) states it well: ‘‘The picture of a nervous, ingratiating God 
fawning over men to win their favor is not a pleasant one; yet if we look at 
the popular conception of God, that is precisely what we see. Twentieth- 
century Christianity has put God on charity. So lofty is our opinion of 
ourselves that we find it quite easy, not to say enjoyable, to believe that we 
are necessary to God. But the truth is that God is not greater for our being, 
nor would He be less if we did not exist. That we do exist is altogether of 
God’s free determination.” 

God is indeed self-sufficient. He—in fact—does not need us. This is one 
aspect of His Sovereignty that we seldom consider. We need to find out just 
who is boss. But it is only after coming to this realization that the reality of 
God’s love to us becomes true and sparkling clear. Though He needed no one, 
He has chosen us to whom to give His blessings. It is that very choice that makes 
the difference. Says Tozer, ‘'The blessed news is that the God who needs no 
one has in sovereign condescension stooped to work by and in and through 
His obedient children.” 

Now, when the beloved story of the Holy Child’s birth gives you goose 
pimples again this year, think real hard: Did God have to do it? Did He have 
to send His Child to deal with us stubborn, proud humans? Did He owe us 
one—or do we owe Him one? 

This Christmas, let us fall prostrate to the ground, not bearing to even lift 
our eyes, and thank God that through sheer love He created us, through 
sheer mercy He sent His Son for us, and through sheer compassion we even 


continue to exist. Then let us rise, raise our hands to God Almighty, and 
shout ‘‘Hallelujah!”’ 


No, He didn’t have to do it. 
But He did. 


es combined, at Los Angeles, California, Second-class 


1:19-21). Pes 
..that God is triune--Fath 
Holy Spirit (/ John 5:7; Joh ete 
..that man fell through disobedi 
(Romans 5:12,19). e 
that Christ died to redeem us (Titus 
2:14; Gal. 3:13). rite 
ph. 


..that salvation is through grace (E, 
2:8-10; Rom. 3:23,24). e. 
.that repentance and acceptance — 
are vital (! John 1:9; John 6:37b). 
.. that new birth must be experienced — 
to become achild of God (John 3:3; I/ 
Cor. 5:17). < 
..iN a daily Christian life (/ Thess. 
5:23; Heb. 6:1). 

..in water baptism through immersion 
(Rom. 6:4; Acts 2:41). j 
..in the institution of the Lord's supper 
(I Cor. 11:23b-28). 

In the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 1:5,8; 2:4). 

in the Spirit filled life (Rom. 12:1,2; 
Gal. 5:16,25). 

..in the gifts and fruit of the Holy Spirit 
(Rom. 12:6-8; Gal. 5:22,23; John 15:8). — 
..that we must be moderate in all 
things (Phil. 4:5). 4 
..in Divine healing (James 5:14-16; 
Matt. 8:17). 
..that the Second Coming of Christ is 
both imminent and personal (/ Thess. 
4:16,17). 

..in Church relationship and in civil 
government (Heb. 10:24,25; Rom. 
ELS at he ) ‘ 


..in the final judgment (Matt. 13:41-43). 

..1n heaven and hell (/ Cor. 2:9; John i 
14:2; Rev. 20:10,15). } 
..in tithes and offerings to support the 

Lord's work (Malachi 3:10;II Cor. 9:7). : 
..that the Church is responsible to ; 
evangelize all nations (Mark 16:15; — 
John 4:35-37). : 
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here once lived in Germany 
; an old shoemaker named 
Conrad. Two neighbors calied 
yn him one Christmas Day and 
ound his little shop gaily decorated 
with green boughs and holly. Conrad 
sreeted them with a joyful smile. 

“My friends, early this morning the 
_ord appeared to me in a dream,” he 
sonfided. “He said He was coming to 
ye my guest. That is why I have 
Jecorated the shop, shined the 
<ettle, and spread the table for a 
east. I am waiting for Him to 
appear.” 

The neighbors respectfully 
vithdrew and left the shoemaker to 
await the arrival of his special guest. 
Conrad’s family long since had 
sassed away and Christmas was a 
onely time for him. But he knew that 
with the Lord as his guest, this would 
5e the most wonderful Christmas of 
all, and he kept running to look out 
‘he window whenever he heard a 
‘ootstep outside. 

The first time he glanced out, he 
saw a shabby beggar whose shoes 


were worn and broken. Conrad’s 
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heart was touched and he quickly 
opened the door. 

“Come in, come in and get warm,” 
he invited. “Your feet must be 
frozen. I have some shoes you might 
like to have, and an extra coat.” 

The beggar accepted the shoes 
and coat gratefully. When he had 
gone, Conrad noticed the time and 
wondered when his guest would 
appear. Had the Lord forgotten him? 

Before long, there came a knock 
and he sprang up eagerly to open the 
door. A bent old woman dressed in 
black stood before him. She was 
cold and tired and hungry, and asked 
if she might come in and rest a while. 
Again Conrad felt compassion. He 
gave her food and drink from the 
table he had prepared for his special 
guest, and then the old woman 
rested. 

It was getting late and Conrad was 
filled with dismay. Had he 
misunderstood? Was the Lord not 
coming? 

Soon after the old woman had left 
his warm shelter, he heard someone 
crying outside. Again he opened his 


= i a 


friendly door. This time it was a lost 
child. Conrad drew her inside, wiped 
away her tears and quieted her fears. 
Then he led her home. 

When he returned to his shop his 
heart was heavy with sorrow and 
disappointment, for he felt sure the 
Lord was not coming. He went toa 
room at the back of his shop and 
knelt to pray. 

“Dear Lord,” he began, “I have 
waited all day. Why didn’t You 
come? I wanted so much to see You 
and serve You.” 

In the silence there came a gentle 
voice: “Lift up your head, Conrad, 
for I kept My word. Three times I 
came to your door... 

“I was the beggar with the frozen 
feet; 

“I was the woman you gave to eat; 

“I was the child on the homeless 
street.” 

“Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me” (Matthew 25:40, _ 
KJV). | 
Mrs. Matranga’s written work has appeared in some 
260 periodicals. She is the author of three novels, 


published in the United States and abroad, and four 
Christian children’s books. Mrs. Matranga resides in 


Port Charlotte, Florida 
ADVANCE 3 


LT 


SARUM AND NNN NT ore! 


By Capitola Gwillim 


lig SHEPHERD BOYS Sigs 


Phe Cight I Giet Phe Angels 


' Hi! How ya’ doin’? 
I'm e@-x-c-i-t-e-d! 
Are ya’ ready for this? 


See, we were out in the fields... 


An’ all of a sudden... 
This f-a-n-t-a-s-t-i-c 
angel appeared... 
An’ this w-e-i-r-d, bright light 
lit up the whole place. 
Heavy, huh? 
My name? 
Benjamin. 
The guys call me Ben. 
Ya’ can call me Ben, all right? 
4 ADVANCE 


Where do | live? 
Jus’ a couple of hills over 
there, outside of Bethlehem. 
Who's my father? 
He’s a super shepherd...an’ 
I’m learnin’ to be like him. 
What's a kid like me 
doin’ out here? 
It’s like I’m sayin’... 
| don't get ta’ go out in the 
fields that much. I’m still 
young, an’ goin’ ta’ school, an’ 
all that stuff... 
Whatta’ | wanna be? 


Oh, whatever... doctor, 
merchant, scribe or priest... 
ya’ name it. 

But what | r-e-a-l-l-y wanna’ be 

is a good shepherd, 

like my father. 

Ya’ say ya’ really think 
it’s common work 
for common people? 

Not me. No way... 

You're right; my fathernever = 
went to Hebrew school— 
an’ he can’t read or write— 
but he’s sharp! 

Got it all together. 

An’ he knows the sheep 
business. If ya’ don’t have a : 
feelin’ for ‘em—forget it! : 

Dumb? Is that what ya‘ think : 
‘pout sheep? } 
Ha, they’re an awful lot : 
like humans, no kiddin’... 
They get ta’ know ya... 
They follow ya’ aroun’... 
They listen for yur voice... 
They get sick an’ scared...an’ 
get sores and bruises, an’ cuts 
an’ bleed all over...an’ get in 
trouble with wild animals...an’ 
sometimes they get lost—the 
dummies—an’ yell like babies. 
They DO have problems. 
That’s when the shepherd 
is like a savior. 
Know what | mean? 

Lonely? 
Yeah! A little. 
But ya’ don’t feel all that alone, 
understan’?... 

W-e-I-l, these sheep... 

They depend on ya’ 

for everythin’... 

Fresh water. An’ green, juicy 
pastures. All the good stuff! 

The lambs need special care, too, 
Lots of ‘tention 

to diets, formulas... 

It’s hard work—but ya’ have 

ta’ hang in there. 

Sheep depend on ya’ for 
protection—‘cause there’s 
storms...an’ flash floods... 
an’ sun crazies...an’ sometimes 
they get all hung up in the 
thickets, or fall over the 
Cliffs. Wow! No sense of direction! 

That’s when a 
(-r-0-f-e-s-s-i-o-n-a-| 
shepherd finds ‘em and leads 
‘em gently back to the fold. My 
father’s that kind of shepherd. 

It gives ya’ a towerin’ feelin’ ta’ 
know that yur guardin’...an’ 
watchin’...an’ carin’ 

for your father’s flock, 
C-A-R-I-N’— 


pai ew 


a. ee re Tee 


Fs the bottom line. 
fa’ gotta’ understan’ 
ep language... 
| ya’ gotta’ know the sounds 
nN’ signs of nature—an’ the 
ird silence of the night. 

t night was like that— 
Inge and silent... 
> GQ storm was comin’... 
on’ enemy was near. 
nemies? 

yeah. Ya’ better believe it! 
kinds of enemies. 

e enemy is a hireling. 


nts a phoney shepherd. A fake. 


5 kind of guy doesn’t 
Nn like sheep. He steals ‘em... 
scatters ‘em... 
leads ‘em straight 
slaughter. That’s what. 
father can generally spot 
phoney right away. 
Mts -e-1r-C-e-p-t-i-O-n, 
it? 
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W-e-I-I, last night... 
| was SO s-c-a-r-e-d! 
We all froze with fear! 
An‘ this, this, f-a-n-t-a-s-t-i-c 
angel zoomed in from outer 
space, an’ started talkin’... 
The glory of the Lord was 
everywhere, blindin’ light! 

Yur smilin’... 
| wouldn't lie. Ya’ gotta believe! 
Okay, I'll back up... 

Ya’ see, it was break time for 
some of us shepherds... 
An’ we were eatin’ 
and talkin’ like usual. 
The guys started talkin’ 
‘pout the rotten political 
conditions in Jerusalem. 


One of the guys called King Herod 
“A hypocrite...an’ a puppet... an’ a 
turkey with cobwebs in his brain.” 
Another said we were a hated 
people...Another guy said he was 


nt | 


tinh 
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a “monster” who had murdered 
his wife and two sons. | was 
scared, jus’ quiet...an’ listenin’... 

My father put his arm aroun’ my 
shoulder. His eyes told me 
everythin’ was O.K.—an’ that our 
guys were good guys...an’ jus’ 
lettin’ go of their feelin’s. 

We've been waitin’ for the 
Messiah for centuries... 

an’ there’s not been a preacher's 
voice since Malachi. Whew! 

Four hundred years of silence. 
We jus’ kept trustin’ in the 

sacred writin’s of God’s Word... 

After that...my father had me 
play some worship tunes on my 
reed flute. | made it myself. 

We sang a couple of songs from 
the psalms, like: 

“The Lord is my Shepherd, 

| shall not want.” 

THEN...this fantastic angel 
and enormous light 
lit up the hills and fields. 

We thought it was Judgment Day. 
The angel spoke... 

“Don’t be afraid! 
| bring you the most joyful news 
ever announced, and it is for 
everyone! The Savior—yes, the 
Messiah, the Lord—has been born 
tonight in Bethlehem! 

How will you recognize Him? 
You will find a baby 
wrapped in a blanket, 

lying in a manger!” 

Suddenly, the angel was joined 
by armies of other angels 
praising God and singing: 
“Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace on earth for 
all those pleasing Him.” 

After they left, we said to one 
another, “Come on! 

Let’s go to Bethlehem! 

Let’s see this wonderful thing 
that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” 

We ran to the village and found 
our way to Mary and Joseph. 
There was the baby, 

lying in the manger. 

We knelt before the baby 

and worshipped Him 

as the Savior of the world. 

Now, ya’ know why I’m so 
excited! | want to shouf, 
“Congratulations, God! 

Thank You for sending 
Jesus, my Savior!” 

..An’ He can be 
your Savior, foo. 

Ya’ do believe...don‘tcha’? 


Scripture quotes taken from the Living Bible 


ADVANCE 5 


By Capitola Gwillim 


THE WISEMAN'S STORY 


Inquirer: 

Wisemen, you came seeking from afar, 
Guided by a bright, new Star; 

Now, with dawning of the day, 
You're going back another way... 

Wisemen, tell me, what you can’t disguise, 
| see the Light in your mystic eyes,— 
Although our worlds are far apart, 

You have the answer for my waiting heart. 


* & & He 


My name is Balthasar. 

lam an Ethiopian... 

Allow me to introduce my friends: 

Gaspar and Melcheir. 

We are known as the Wise Men or the Magian. 
We are from the East. 

With us have come our entourage of personal 
attendants...(You are so kind to offer 

your assistance with our caravan 

of horses and camels. ) 

We are astronomers, philosophers, kings and 
priests from Persia and Arabia. We are 
infatuated with our work as stargazers. 

We are not ethereal, impractical dreamers, 
but spiritually-minded seekers... 

We are the data processors, the historians, 

the analysts and calculators, who, in our 
endless quest for Light and Truth, 

have been marching onward through the long 
corridors of time—seeking relevant answers 

to existence and life’s purpose. 

In studying the star-soangled heavens, 
we beheld the glory of the Creator. 

From the Hebrew Scriptures we knew 
that “A Star out of Jacob would arise 

out of Israel” (Cf. Numbers 24:17), 

For centuries the Jews have been waiting 
for their Messiah, the Promised One, 
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Che Day We Met King Herod | 


who would come to deliver them from their 
captivity of human bondage and oppression. 

While at work, we observed a mysterious, brilliant | 
Star in the West. Moreover, Jupiter, Saturn and Mars: 
were in rare conjunction, clearly visible, and in 
rendezvous in the constellation of Pisces...This thre 
fold conjunction is of significant importance to us, 
as well as the Hebrews. 
What we saw was not a fixed star or a planet. ; 
It was a sudden phenomenon of light! 
Theoretically, a meteor or a Nova... 

From the time of the ancient Chaldean 
astronomers, we have known that Novae 
appear suddenly and fade away... 

Novae release ten million to a hundred million time 
as much energy as the sun does in a million years. 
The phenomenon excited our interest. 

By faith we Gentiles from the East 
proceeded westward—toward Jerusalem in 
Judea—seeking the newborn king of the Jews! 

We left depending and trusting upon the 
revelation of God through the prophets. 

The Star was sent to encourage us for the long, 
dangerous journey of several weeks. We traveled 
over endless stretches of scorching desert sun, 
and encountered perilous circumstances— 
all of which we considered as NOTHING. 

We would have flown to the moon and back, 
had it been possible, 

The expectation of finding the newborn king of 
the Jews defies expression for human emotion. 

We went directly to Jerusalem, capital of 
Judea, home of the rabbis, temple sacrifices 
and worship. Rumors of our arrival created 
a stir of excitement among the people. 

We began our investigation. 

People seemed inadvertantly unaware of any 
news concerning the birth of the Babe. 

For the most part, our inquiries were met 


surprise and contempt... 

en the news of our arrival reached the palace, 
1g Herod, the hated tyrant, was greatly disturbed. 
armed, fearing the sovereignty of his throne, he 
mmoned the Jewish religious leaders together, 
smanding of them where the new 
1g of the Jews would be born. 
ith Cool indifference the scribes, lawyers and 
bis read the scrolls of prophecy from the 
cred Scriptures. Their apparent lack of interest 
waged King Herod's suspicion of them. 
€ Scriptures revealed the place of His nativity... 
€ approximate time of His advent... 
1d the manner of His appearance. 
ut thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
nong the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
> come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
hose goings forth have been from old, from 
ferlasting” (Micah 5:2, KJV). 

King Herod sent for us. 
cretly, we were escorted to his chambers. 
> received us graciously, nervously, 
ith darting, suspicious eyes. 


e had known of his callous disregard for human life. 


> had murdered his wife, her father, and his two 
Ns. He might have killed us on the spot—but, he 
as too clever. 

0 sinister. 

Yo INgenious. 

= had another diabolical plan. 

Herod demanded that we search diligently for 
e young Child, then after finding Him, report 
ack that he, too, might allegedly worship Him. 
a this premise, he sent us to Bethlehem. 

e left trusting the authority of God’s Word! 
iddenly, the wondrous Star appeared again before 


. 

With ecstatic joy we traveled 

e six miles from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. 

1e Mountainous trails led us through 

e grain fields... 

here Ruth gleaned after the reapers, 

é rolling hills... 

here David tended his father's sheep 

\d wrote and sang the glorious psalms. 

ere were the olive groves and the walled 
dulent vineyards. There it was, all before us— 
Jt we saw it abstractly. 

ur eyes were on the Star! 

ur goal was within sight! 

The Star settled over a modest dwelling in 
sthiehem...There we found the young Child 
1d His mother. With praise and adoration we 
wed before Him, offering our hearts! 

@ recognized the Christ Child as the Divine, 
jing Logos. We presented to Him our earthly 
>asures of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
ophetically symbolic: 

Melcheir, King of Arabia, offered gold, 
fitting a King. 

|, Balthasar, King of Ethiopia, presented spices of 
inkincense, symbolic of our Great High Priest. 
Gaspar, King of Tarsus, presented bitter spices 
myrrh, denoting suffering, from atonement, 
mbolic of the Great Physician. 

In a dream we were warned, by divine revelation, 
ember, 1983 


“But when the fulness of the time 
was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under 
the law, to redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons.” 


By Capitola Gwillim 


AT A 


Time 


At a time 

When creation 
Groaned to be free, 
God sent His Son 
For the world to see. 
It was the right time. 


At a time 

When | sought 

Reality sublime, 

Tne Incarnate God 
Gave His Gift so divine. 
It was the right time. 


At a time 
When gross darkness 
Covered the earth, 


“An angel came down 


Announcing His birth. 
It was the right time. 


At a time 

When my heart, 

Frozen with fear, 

Received the Good News, 
“The Saviour is here!” 

It was the right time. 


At a time 
When armies 
Of angels were heard, 


—Galatians 4:4-5, KJV 


Proclaiming His praises 
Confirming His Word. 
It was the right time. 


At a time 

When God seemed 
Remote, like a stranger, 
| beheld His Image 

In Bethlehem’s manger. 
It was the right time. 


At a time 

When the world 

Had crowded Him out, 

| worshipped His presence 
With praises and shouts! 

It was the right time. 


At a time 

When the world 

Is weary with sin, 

Are you broken? 

Are you empty? 
Needing healing within? 


Then come with me quickly 
And call 

On His Name; 

He’s Jesus! My Savior! 
Forever the same. 

NOW is the right time. 


to return to our lands by route of another way. 


We are obeying His Word. 


As serious seekers we found the Way, 


the Truth and the Life... 


We found the Bright and Morning Star. 
This Star evolves above every earthly star 
of His universe and universes. 
Wise men and women who seek Him with their 
hearts will discover that He is 
“the desire of all nations” (Haggai 2:7). 
We will take the message of HIS LIGHT 


to “all nations,” for He is our 


UNIVERSAL GOD AND SAVIOR! 
We came seeking the king of the Jews. 
We have found the “KING OF KINGS!" 


Mrs. Gwillim researched and authored both “The 
Night | Met The Angels” and “The Day We Met King 
Herod." She has served as editor of Sunday School 
Contact and Youth Compass magazines, and for 6 
years was editor of the United Foursquare Women’s 
Today magazine. Mrs. Gwillim has also authored 
many Youth and Christian Education Enlargement 
programs. Rev. and Mrs. Jack Gwillim pastor the 
Creshaw Imperial Foursquare Church, Inglewood, 


California. 
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ADVANCE 7 


“God's Word is taken at face value 
here. So when a need arises, He 
moves powertully to meet it. 
—Rev. Lewis (and Arlene) Ziegler, 
District Supervisor to the Republics 
of South Africa and Transkei 


Ub 


EV. LEWIS ZIEGLER: ‘Many be- 


Ki lievers bear heavy burdens for their 
countrymen, and they endure 
demanding work to 
reach them for Christ. 
Seeing their 
commitment, we're 
inspired to do all that 
we can to help them 
mature and then 
disciple others.” 


Lewis Ziegler, and his 
wife, Arlene, have 
served 29 years in 
South Africa and in the Republic of the 
Transkei. For 7 years they were evangelists. 
Now for the last 22 years, Lewis has 
ministered as District Supervisor. 


Six years ago, the new Republic of Transkei 
emerged from South Africa becoming an 
independent nation. A sizeable part of the 
Foursquare work had already been 
established before that time. Nationhood 
advanced further evangelistic possibilities... 


TRIBAL ORIENTATION, URBAN 
THRUST. The people are predominantly 
tribal in orientation, so ancient traditions rule 
much of daily life...the witch doctor is still an 
influential person. But independence has 
thrust Transkei into the industrial era. 
Consider this: in 6 years the capital city, 
Umata, has doubled in population. 


Mushrooming factories offer numerous jobs to 


people from the rural areas, while a new 
university beckons aspiring professionals. 


Lewis shares: “The Lord expects us to play a 


(Top row, left) The people of 
Transkei are primarily tribal in 
orientation. Ancient traditions 

play a vital role in their 
lifestyle. 


(2nd row) One-on-one 
evangelism is responsible for 
a new generation of believers. 
Acceptance and concern has 
deeply touched these sincere 
people. Here a new believer 
proclaims his faith through 
water baptism. 


(3rd row, left) The spiritual 
changes occurring in Transkei 
are the result of the faithful 
planting of the Word. Older 
saints yielded their lives to 
Christ and their strength to His 
service...the gospel’s progress 
is the fruit of their labor. 


(3rd row, center) The 
commitment of believers has 
inspired the Zieglers to do all 

possible to help. Here they 
prepare a message of 
encouragement to be given at 
a local meeting. 


MISSIONS 
INTERNATIONAL 
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(Top row, right) Discipleship 
has underwritten the strong 
evangelism now covering the 


help these believers 
understand biblical 


to others. 


“(3rd row, right) Independence 
has thrust this nation into a 

< time of building. This is 

* especially true of cities. The 
jobs produced by industrial 
» growth are attracting people 
of every class. The potential 
for evangelism is staggering. 


ca 
= 


nation. Here Lewis and Arlene 


truths...truths they will pass on 


vital evangelistic role. We intend to establish 
an Evangelism Center that will minister Jesus 
to this changing city.” 


THEIR CARING GOD. God wants 
RELATIONSHIP, not ritual. Ironically, many 
people believe that “going to church” is 
synonymous with being a Christian. The 
gospel truth is being taken to people 
everywhere as former travel restrictions have 
been lifted by the government. New believers 
are coming to know the Lord as a result. 


Lewis reports: “Esther Tonyella leads a 
visitation ministry to the aged and sick. During 
one such visit, she met a young mother 
caring for her feverish baby. The baby’s 
condition was critical—its arms and legs were 
swelling. Suddenly, the Lord said to Esther, 
‘Embrace the child and praise Me. Then you 
will see My glory!’ She complied and the baby 
was instantly healed.” Praise God for His 
marvellous works in this nation. 


Pray for the continuing stability of the 
government. 


Pray that the Holy Spirit may break 
through attitudes that hinder salvation. 


Pray that more workers will become 
active in meeting the spiritual needs of this 
emerging nation. 

This nation can belong to God as we 
faithfully plant the seeds of God’s truth... 
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MISSIONS 
INTERNATIONAL 


FIRST-YEAR DIARY TELLS 
WONDERS IN SINGAPORE 


MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH. A major 
breakthrough was announced by Dr. 
Mason Hughes and his wife, Virgene, as 
the government of Singapore proceeded 
to register “Foursquare International's” 
first church in that country. Two more 
steps remain to be accomplished before 
the work can move full speed ahead— 
the attainment of an employment pass 
and permanent visa. See God’s plan 
unfold through the Hughes’ first-year 
diary: 

AUGUST 20, 1982: We arrived in 
Singapore after 22 hours in the air! 
Here we are, newly appointed Four- 
square missionaries...pioneers” to this 
beautiful country. Our hearts are filled 
with expectation and excitement as we 
step into this new ministry that the 
Lord has so marvelously provided for 
us. We are expecting the Lord to also 
open up Indonesia, Thailand, Burma and 
Malaysia. We see Singapore as an ex- 
tension and training center for many 
countries of Asia. 

SEPTEMBER 7, 1982: We needed a 
local sponsor so we could apply for our 
employment pass and visa in order to 
stay in this country. Elder Goh Ewe 
Kheng offered to sign for us. He is one of 
the leading businessmen in Singapore— 
a Christian! 

SEPTEMBER 23, 1982: After praying 
over them, Mason took our applications 
for residence to the Immigration Office. 

(OCTOBER 3, 1982: A neat thing 
- happened. A young man offered to rent 
us his flat temporarily until we get our 
visas. It’s on the 17th floor overlooking 
the harbor. How nice to be out of the 
hotel and in a home. God is so great!) 

JANUARY 17, 1983: Mr. Goh re- 
ceived the first news from the Immigra- 
tion Office. He was asked to come and 
assure them we were genuine, as Singa- 
pore has recently removed many cults. 

JANUARY 21, 1983: Michael Fong, 
an acquaintance, phoned and told us the 
Lord had awakened him at 2:00 a.m. and 
said, “Help Mason Hughes.” He brought 
his lawyer friend, John Wee, to sign 
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papers so we could begin the process of 
registering our church. We did not even 
know this had to be done. Michael and 
John are both Christians. 

FEBRUARY 22, 1983: Mr. Goh 
phoned. He had a letter from the 
Immigration Office saying they could go 
no further with our application until our 
church was registered. Isn’t God great? 
We had already begun work on this 
step! 

MARCH 81, 1983: Our bylaws, con- 
stitution, etc., have all been drawn up by 
our lawyer and the application for the 
church has been sent in. Attorneys at 
ten different desks will carefully scruti- 
nize these documents. Now, all we can 


Singapore...with a population density of 
10,700 persons per square mile, lies at the 
southern extremity of Asia, south of Malaysia. 
It is a center of trade and shipping and holds 
a high position of economic importance. 


with a believer in Christ. 


dois wait! (Also today, the Lord provide 
us with a car and a house, both a 
our budget.) 

APRIL 10-17, 1983: We made a tipi 
to Kula Lumpur, Malaysia. Mason spoke 
to nine different groups in eight dayss 
The Lord is opening up new avenues off 
ministry in the surrounding countries! ! 

(APRIL 22, 1983: We moved into a; 
cute little bungalow. Time to start un 
packing and really get settled in.) 

APRIL 29, 1983: Eleven people came 
to our home with a request for Bible 
study. They all want to become rome 
square. Look what God is doing! 

MAY 4, 1983: Three men came fro 
the Department of Ministry of Educa- 
tion and questioned us for two hours 
about Foursquare and our plans. Aftera 
time, the main spokesman said, “I a 
also a Pentecostal Christian.” Praise 
God. 


Ca ae Bt, ae &3 : 
TOP: Singapore—center of trade and shipping. BOTTOM: Dr. Mason Hughes (left), missionary to Singapore, : 


TOP: Alva Serafin (far left) 
directs a prayer meeting at the 
Foursquare Christian Family 
Center in Barquisimeto, 
Venezuela. 

CENTER: Venezuelan 
missionary Gary Royer leads a 
monthly board and pastors’ 
meeting. 

BOTTOM LEFT: Leslie Royer 
shares puppets at a teachers’ 


training course in Venezuela. 
f BOTTOM RIGHT: Rev. and Mrs. 
Humberto Contreras Galvis have 

seen growth at the new 
Foursquare work in San Felix, 
Venezuela. 


JUNE 19, 1983: We had set this asa 
rget date to open the Foursquare 
lurch in Singapore. However, the 
urch registration has not gone 
rough, and so we continue to wait and 


ay. 
JULY 7-11, 1983: In order to renew 
r social visas to stay in Singapore, we 
d to make a trip outside of the coun- 
y. SO, we made a trip back into 
alaysia where we were able to again 
ke contact with those we ministered 
lst April. No word yet on the church 
istration! 
JULY 24 - AUGUST 6, 1983: We 
ade a trip into Indonesia to renew our 
. again, enjoying a four-hour train 
p into the mountains there. We met 
tha pastor in the city of Jakarta who 
ants to join Foursquare. The harvest 
so ripe. Praise the Lord, the work is 
owing faster than we expected! 
AUGUST 31, 1983: THE GREAT 
FWS IS FINALLY HERE—OUR 
4URCH REGISTRATION WENT 
4ROUGH!! We are rejoicing! God is so 
jod!! One down, two to go! 


Looking over this past year, there 
re many times of questioning for the 
ighes...not knowing why the registra- 
nN was taking so long, wondering what 
ey should do, wanting to speed things 
. But God’s timing was perfect. In His 
fine wisdom, He used this time to 
tablish a strong core of believers 
ich met together every Friday night 
the Hughes’ home. He also opened 
e doors of ministry in Malaysia and 
Jonesia. 

We are now anticipating that the 
ighes’ employment pass will go 
rough quickly giving them visas to 
ay inthat country. We have seen God 
gin a good work and believe that He is 
ing to continue that in the coming 
ars. The Hughes have a strong vision 
* the future. By 1990 they envision 
ving 32 churches and 64 meeting 
ices in Singapore, with 62 national 
stors and workers and many more 
sparing for ministry. They also envi- 
Nn reaching out to the countries of 
alaysia, Burma, Thailand and Indone- 
. 
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CHURCHES SPLITTING AT 


SEAMS IN VENEZUELA 


GROUNDS OVERCROWDED. In the 
city of Maracay, the five-year-old Four- 
square work is seeing constant growth 
in numbers as well as maturity, report 
Gary and Leslie Royer, our missionaries 
to Venezuela. The congregation is rent- 
ing a house and a plot of ground where 
they have erected a metal covering to 
use as a meeting place. Although the 
property can hold 250 people, it has 
been overcrowded for some time. Be- 
sides the main church, the congregation 
has opened another five works through- 
out the city. 

VENEZUELANS POLLED. Many fami- 
lies in the middle and upper classes 
have been saved as a result of an 
outreach from this church. The pastor, 
Elias Puentes, has sent out several 
teams to take a poll. The last question 
is, “Would you like to have someone 
study the Scriptures with you one 
evening in your home?” If they answer 
“no,” Christian literature explaining the 
plan of salvation is left with them. If they 


answer “yes,” nothing is said at the 
moment, but a few days later either the 
pastor or one of the church leaders 
goes to the home and conducts a Bible 
study with the family. 

FROM MEETING HOUSE TO YARD. 
In Barquisimeto, the fourth largest city 
of Venezuela located in the west, the 
church is growing so rapidly that they 
have moved out of their meeting house 
and into the yard which seats about 
150 people. They have also just started 
home meetings in 10 different areas. 
The leaders are so encouraged and 
excited as they see people healed, and 
many accepting the Lord as their Savior. 

MONEY NOT SOIMPORTANT NOW. 
The Venezuelan churches are support- 
ing four new works in the southeast 
area of Venezuela with their missionary 
offerings. In the city of San Felix, the 
lady from whom the congregation was 
renting a house for their meetings 
accepted the Lord as her Savior. She 
offered to sell the property to the 
church for half the price she had 
previously asked. The church has grown 
rapidly. 4 
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By Dr. N.M. Van Cleave 
& Dr. Guy P. Duffield 


nse The Hertert Git 


ee them scurry...people running 

to this store and that, buying 

teddy bears, foil wrapped cheeses, 
and stocking caps, to wish each other 
Christmas cheer on December 25. Have 
you thought yet about what you would 
like for Christmas? Have you ever 
thought about asking God for a Christ- 
mas present?...Not a material, earthly 
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present, but a spiritual present? He 
gives presents that last and last—they 
never wear out! These are of priceless, 
eternal value. 

Three chapters of the New Testa- 
ment, as well as parts of two others, are 
devoted exclusively to these priceless 
gifts...the gifts of the Spirit. In fact, 
there are approximately 100 New 


‘ee Ff i 3 ‘a 
Winged 7 Ke 
- 


Testament references to spiritual gif 
or to the exercise of one or another c 
those listed in I Corinthians 12 (an 
this number is exclusive of Jesus’ mire 
cles recorded in the Gospels). 

In spite of the frequent manifestatio 
of the Spirit in the New Testamer 
church, today’s majority of books o: 
doctrine and theology ignore spiritu: 
gifts or devote a mere paragraph or tw 
to their discussion, much of which i 
negative with the inference that gif 
would cease at the end of the apostoli 


ere is not the slightest inference 
New Testament that any endow- 
t of the Holy Spirit would cease 
fore seeing ‘“‘face to face” and before 
hat which is perfect” is come (I Cor. 
0-12). 

The Foursquare Declaration of Faith 
ys regarding spiritual gifts: ‘‘We 
lieve that the Holy Spirit has the 
llowing gifts to bestow upon the 
lieving Church of the Lord Jesus 
wrist: wisdom, knowledge, faith, heal- 
g, miracles, prophecy, discernment, 
ngues, interpretation; that, according 
the degree of grace and faith pos- 
ssed by the recipient, these gifts are 
vided to every man severally, as He, 
e Holy Spirit will; that they are to be 
rnestly desired and coveted, in the 
der and proportion wherein they 
ove most edifying and beneficial to 


e church”’ (p. 79). 


It was to be expected that special 
iritual enablement would be provided 
order that the Church might carry 
it the divine mission committed to 
r by the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus 
structed His followers to go with the 
spel, but first to wait for enduement 
th power from on high (Luke 24:47- 
}). With the giving of the ‘Great 
»mmission,’’ Jesus promised, ‘'These 
ms shall follow them that believe’ (Mark 
: 17-18), such as casting out demons, 
eaking with ‘‘new’’ tongues and the 
covery of sickness by the laying on of 
nds. He promised His followers that 
> would send the Comforter who 
suld abide forever, teach them all 
ings, bring all His sayings to their 
membrance, guide them into all truth, 
mvict of sin, righteousness and judg- 
ent, and who would testify of Him. 

Then, on the Day of Pentecost, the 
omised Holy Spirit was poured out 
yon the waiting Church with visible 
d audible signs, and they began to 
eak in the tongues predicted in the 
reat Commission. The believers were 
led with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:2-4); 
ey were so thoroughly enabled by the 
irit’s power that everywhere their 
inistry was marked by the super- 
tural. The apostles were not mere 
ardians of orthodoxy; they were 
ibassadors of Christ equipped with 
vine capabilities. They had a divine 
rk to do and they had divine power 
th which to do it; thus it must always 


The Church’s mission is much more 
an propagating a new philosophy or 
ling to a new morality; it is delivering 
2n from the bondage of Satan; it is 
nding and loosing in the name of 
us (Matt. 16:19). Philosophizing and 
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moralizing can be done with mere 
human capabilities, and such is not 
unimportant. But delivering from bond- 
age and bringing to repentance and 
faith require an anointing of the Holy 
Spirit (II Cor. 3:4-6). 


NOW CONCERNING 


SPIRITUAL GIFTS, 
BRETHREN... 


The nature of spiritual gifts can be 
determined to a large degree by the 
vocabulary employed to refer to them. 
The first reference to the gifts as a 
general class of phenomena is found in 
1 Corinthians chapters 12-14 which 
was written in about 55 A.D. The gifts 
are called: 

A. Spirituals ‘pneumatica’’: ‘Now 
concerning spiritual GIFTS, brethren, I 
would not have you ignorant” (vs. 1). 
Note that the word ‘“‘gifts’’ is in caps 
meaning that it is not found in the 
original Greek. The first reference to 
the spiritual phenomena called spiritual 
gifts classifies them merely as “‘spirit- 
uals” or ‘things of the Spirit.” 

B. Spiritual gifts ‘‘charismata”’: "Now 
there are diversities of gifts, but the same 
Spirit” (vs. 4). The Greek word ‘‘charis- 
ma’”’ which is rendered ‘‘spiritual gift”’ 
comes from the basic word ‘‘charis”’ 
which means ‘‘grace.’’ A ‘“‘charisma”’ 
then is an enablement, an endowment 
or a blessing bestowed freely by God. 
They cannot be merited or earned and 
they are of divine origin. 

C. Administrations ‘‘diakoniai’’: 
“And there are differences of administra- 
tions, but the same Lord’”’ (vs. 5). 
**Administrations”’ is better translated 
‘tministries” (NKJV). He who exercises 
his spiritual gift in the body ministers 
to the body. Their value resides in their 
capacity to minister to the body spirit- 
ual profit and edification. 

D. Operations ‘‘energemata’’: ‘'And 
there are diversities of operations, but it is 
the same God which worketh all in all’”’ 
(vs. 6). The Greek word for ‘‘opera- 
tion” is ‘‘energema’’ which means 
‘active principle’ or “‘effect.’’ The 
English word ‘‘energy”’ comes from the 
same root. So the gifts are operations 
energized by the Spirit producing effects 
in the body. 

E. Manifestation ‘“‘phanerosis”’: ‘‘But 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal’’ (vs. 7). 
Manifestation is defined as an ‘‘outward 
evidence.”’ The operation of the gifts 
causes the believers to be aware of the 
presence of God producing the effects 
of praise and worship. 

F. Diversity ‘“‘diairesis”: verses 4-6 


(see above). The idea behind the word 


“diversity” is that of distribution. God 
does not intend that only a few gifts 
operate through one or two persons. 
There are many different spiritual gifts, 
more than the nine chosen for mention 
in I Corinthians 12. Every believer 
should have some manifestation of the 
Spirit and there should operate in the 
body every variety of spiritual gift. 


THE WHY OF 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS 


The purpose of spiritual gifts is for 
the edification of the church. If the 
exercise of the gifts does not edify and 
build up the body, they are valueless. 
“Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of 
spiritual gifts (spirituals), seek that ye 
may excel to the edifying of the church (1 
Cor. 14:12). If a gift is exercised with- 
out love or merely as a personal display, 
a golden bell is changed into a clanging 
brazen cymbal. 

For example, there are said to be 
three effects of the gift of prophecy: 
“He that prophesieth speaketh unto men to 
edification, and exhortation, and comfort”’ 
(I Cor. 14:3). All three of these effects 
build up and profit the body of Christ. 

There is a process of growth and 
maturity in the exercise of spiritual 
gifts. In order that the church might 
receive profitable edification, God de- 
sires that the gifts be exercised mature- 
ly: ‘Brethren, do not be children in under- 
standing...but in understanding be mature”’ 


(I Cor. 14:20, NKJV). 
NOW...IN STOCK FOR 
CHRISTMAS 


Available this Christmas are the gifts 
of the Spirit: a great number is in stock 
and these gifts have eternal value. Some 
are pointed out in I Corinthians 12-14, 
a few being the word of wisdom, the 
word of knowledge, faith, the gifts of 
healing, the working of miracles, pro- 
phecy, discerning of spirits, divers 
kinds of tongues and the interpretation 
of tongues. 

Ask God to give you the biggest 
Christmas gift of all this year—one 
with which you can minister to others. 
His presence will become more real to 
you than ever before. And you will 
continue into the New Year to be an 
even more effective member of the 
Body of Christ, alive and rejoicing in 
the Lord. 

Taken from chapter 6 'Pneumatology” of Founda- 
tions of Pentecostal Theology, written by Dr.N.M. Van 
Cleave and Dr. Guy P. Duffield. This doctrine textbook, 
just completed for LIFE Bible College, will provide a 
much-needed, thorough Pentecostal resource for 
pastors and Christian leaders. 

If you desire a copy for your library, send a check of 
$20 (shipping cost and sales tax paid by the college) 
to the Finance Office, LIFE Bible College, 1100 


Glendale Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026. 
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The two-story wreath is hung for yet another Christmas. First balcony, from left to right; Aleta 
Phelps, Leita Mae Steward, Manual Estrada, Margaretha Hulskamp. 


Chiistmas: a“ 4 908 Style. 


One visit to the Angeleno Heights 
homes of Victorian or Queen Anne 
architecture in Los Angeles, California, 
and you can almost see Model T's rolling 
down the streets, breathe the turn-of-the- 
century clean air, and see the well-used 
streetcar taking shoppers downtown. 

Involved in the care of a three-story 
Greek Colonial Revival home in the 
Heights is Angelus Temple, headquarters 
church for the International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel. There, Dr. Leita Mae 
Steward, Executive Secretary to the 
President, her sister, Mrs. Lorraine Bawks, 
and other residents live and care for the 
home, opening the house for many 
weekly church ministries through Angelus 
Temple. 

The home residents also actively 
participate in yearly Christmas 
neighborhood festivities. Well before the 
holiday tour and street fair, the sisters 
hang a two-story high wreath decorated 
with more than 1,000 pine cones which 
they collected in the San Bernardino 
mountains. On the second-story balcony 
is erected a nativity scene; on the third 
story, three figures of carolers. 

The sisters have lived in the residence 
since Angelus Temple bought it in 1964. 
Inside the home, viewers see magnificent 
paneling and ceiling beams and a center 
staircase of quarter-sawed golden oak, a 
crystal chandelier and antique furniture, 
including a Queen Anne loveseat. 

“This used to be the Beverly Hills of 
Los Angeles,” says Leita Mae. “We open 
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Leita Mae Bieward left bad her, sister, 
Lorraine Bawks. 


our home to the public during the 
Christmas season along with others in the 
neighborhood and have had 800 people 
on a Saturday, and 1,100 on Sunday. 
That’s a lot of people to be trooping 
through your house, but we think it will 
help the community.” Much of this 
neighborhood had fallen into disrepair 
until the mid-1970s, when people began 
refurbishing the homes. 

The home was built in 1907 or 1908 by 
William Rhodes Hervey, then a Superior 
Court judge and later a prominent banker. 
There are 17 rooms, and 3 bathrooms. 

“The church bought it in 1964 from 
Judge Hervey’s sister,” says Leita Mae. 
“She left some antique bookcases here. 
My sister was going through some of the 
books and found $265 in one of them. 
We wrote to the judge’s sister to give the 
money back to her, but she wrote back 
and said we should keep it because we 
were doing such a nice job with the house 
and that pleased her.” 

Christmas— 1908 style. So real you can 
almost touch it. So real...that if you sneak 
around to the back of the house in the 
driveway, you can even see an old 
turntable that was used by Judge Hervey 
himself to turn carriages around! 


Run For His Glory!.. -Right Now! 

Los Angeles, California, in the summer 
of 1984, is going to be something like 
Jerusalem was on the day of Pentecost. 
People "...from every nation under heaven” 


(Acts 2:5, NIV) wil be fill 


and parkways in celebration at < 
Olympics. Foursquare Youth (age 16 
up) will be there, too, as candidates 
Holy Spirit to fill and use in ways 
see the gospel reach nations arounc 
world. iy 
One of the most important ministrie 
our churches can perform, right no 
that of praying in faith for the outr 
1. All of our churches in North A E 
are receiving material that will help them 
train and mobilize their youth in 
evangelism—right where they live. PRAY ¢ 
that hundreds of people will be saved 
between now and the Olympics as a resu 
of Youth ministering in their own 
communities. = 
2. It will be extremely important that all 
our youth who join the Olympic outreach 
next Summer come prepared to share 
Jesus Christ. Just as important, they neec 
to experience a spiritual renewal ; 
themselves during the whole time they a 7 
in Los Angeles. Before going outto  — 
minister each day, our youth will be led ir 
dynamic sessions of praise and 
inspiration...PRAY that the Holy Spirit 
empower them as He did the early Chure: 
in Jerusalem. 


The “2” Morrows Celebrate Many _ 
Yesterdays 

Fred and Colleen Morrow have taken — 
puppets, songbooks and Bibles all over i 
country as part of “kids’ crusade,” an 
evangelistic ministry geared to children of 
ages. This last year, 1983, they celebrated 3 
their 500th series of evangelistic and Kice i 
crusades. i. 

Graduates of LIFE Bible College, the ; ; 
Morrows have worked mostly in Foursquare 
churches and have visited all nine distric® : 
plus Canada. 

According to Mrs. Morrow, children ate 
not too young to make serious 4 
commitments to Christ: “Children : i 


understand more than we give them crediti 


Children take things by faith. We explain tot 
them that it is like a second birthday. As" 
adults, we tend to complicate things. One 
little girl said it was having a clean waste 
wiped across her heart.” 

The “2” Morrows can be contacted in 
care of J. Buchanan, 6817 Sterling Court, 
Charlotte, NC 28215, (704) 536-2110, or 
through the Southern California Foursquare 
District Office, (213) 957-4000. 


Biblical “E.T.” 


he “E.T.” craze has continued long 
xr enthusiasm for the film of that 
ne began to wane. U.S. Football 
gue televised games spoofed au- 
nces on occasions last summer with 
ts of E.T. operating video cameras. 
ivenirs still sell well. Christmas offers 
ortunity to emphasize that only one 
raterrestrial being ever really lived on 
th. He remained 33 years, then left 
world, but He is still here. 

This biblical “E.T.” was prophesied. 
2 Old Testament says that some- 
jy’s coming. The New Testament 
s that somebody’s here. 

§egarding the Bible’s “E.T.,” God told 
raham the nation through which He 
uld come (Gen. 12:2). God told Jacob 
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at a Glance... 


llup Poll Finds Religious 

erest Up But Commitment At 

w Level 

Aost adult Americans are more inter- 
ed in religion than they were five 
urs ago, although fewer than half 
they participate in religious activi- 
; according to a recent Gallup poll. 
> survey also found that Americans 
yea growing belief that religion can 
swer the problems of the world, 
ile faith in science to solve those 
yblems has dropped. 

\mong 1,209 adults surveyed July 
31 by telephone, 57% said they 
re more interested in religious and 
ritual matters than five years ago. 
wever, only 41% said they recently 
J taken part in religious activities 
er than worship services. 

\sked if they were more likely today 
n five years ago to believe that 


the tribe (Gen. 49:10). God spoke to 
Isaiah and revealed the family (Is. 11:1) 
and the manner in which He would be 
born (Is. 7:14). God informed Micah the 
place of His birth (Mic. 5:2). 

The nation through which Jesus came 
was Israel. The tribe was Judah. The 
family was Jesse’s. The manner was 
virgin birth. The place was Bethehem. 

From beginning to end the Old Testa- 
ment anticipated His coming. The very 
first promise and prophecy in the Bible 
announced Him as seed of the woman 
(Gen. 3:15). The last book of the Old 
Testament proclaimed Him “the Sun of 
righteousness” arising “with healing in 
His wings” (Malachi 4:2). 

In the New Testament John intro- 
duced the Word who was with God in 
the beginning, who was and is Himself 
divine (John 1:1). The evangelist identi- 
fied the Word, called “God only-begot- 
ten” in the best manuscripts (John 1:18), 
as the person known to history as Jesus 
Christ after the pre-incarnate “Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us” 
(John 1:14). 

Jesus Himself astounded friends and 
foes alike when He expressed conscious- 


religion could answer the problems of 
the world, 54% said yes and 26% said 
no. But Mr. Gallup said reasons for 
stronger religious beliefs were less 
clear, with 21% saying they did not 
know why their feelings had changed. 
Smaller percentages gave reasons 
such as growing belief in God, more 
knowledge, personal experiences and 
the world situation. 85% said they 
thought it was important for Americans 
to become more interested in religion. 


World’s Three Largest Churches 
Pentecostal 

The world’s three biggest churches 
are Pentecostal, and another full gospel 
congregation is among the top ten. 
That's according to a study published 
recently in CHRISTIAN LIFE maga- 
zine. The Full Gospel Central Church 
of Seoul, South Korea, with 250,000 
members, is ina class by itself. Next in 
line is Jotabeche Church, 80,000 mem- 
bers, Santiago, Chile; and Congrega- 
cao Crista, 61,250 members, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. 

Also, of the ten fastest-growing Sun- 
day schools in North America during 
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ness of His extraterrestrial past: “Before 
Abraham was, I Am” (John 8:58). He 
reminded His Father on the eve of His 
crucifixion of the glory they had shared 
Cae “before the world was” (John 
17:5); 

After His death and resurrection, He 
left earth, but He is still here (Matt. 
28:20b), just as He left heaven on the 
first Christmas but was still there 
throughout all His earthly sojourn. He 
Himself probably said (though some 
attribute the words to John), “And no 
man hath ascended up to heaven, but 
He that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which is in heaven” 
(John 3:13). 

Contemporary trends like interest in 
E.T. afford Christians an opportunity to 
witness about the real E.T. Let us never 
forget Jesus’ pre-Bethlehem career, 
while we look forward in faith to our own 
extraterrestrial eternity. Because He 
came from heaven to earth, men can 
become “extracelestial” occupants of 
heaven. 


Dr. Cox is the pastor of the Salem, Oregon, Foursquare 
Church. 


1982, seven were Pentecostal. That's 
according to the annual International 
Christian Education Association— 
MOODY MONTHLY survey. In all, 
more than 20 states in the United 
States and two Canadian provinces 
listed a Pentecostal Sunday school as 
their fastest growing. 


Changing Times: An Increasing 
Percentage of Missionaries Now 
Come FROM the Third World 

The number of Third World mission- 
aries probably has passed the 15,000 
mark, estimates Dr. Lawrence Keyes of 
O.C. Ministries in Brazil, after a year of 
intensive study of the fast-breaking 
phenomenon in world missions. The 
startling new figures show that Third 
World missionaries from at least 57 
different countries now number at least 
one-third of the total North American 
full-time missionary force. 

What is even more significant, said 
Keyes, is that “non-Western missionary 
recruitment for full-time cross-cultural 
endeavor appears to be growing at 
least five times as fast as recruitment 
for missions in North America.” cy 
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